[Congenital liver cysts. Case report and review of the literature].
A study is presented of four female patients with congenital solitary liver cyst. The largest cyst had a volume of 4 liters. One of the patients studied had a neoplasm which was possibly the result of secondary malignant degeneration of the cyst. Congenital cystic degeneration may develop in the entire biliary tract. The clinical symptoms depend on the size, localization and number of cysts. Characteristic signs and symptoms caused by displacement of the intestinal organs begin to appear as a rule in late adulthood. The cysts rarely impair liver function. Hemorrhage into the cysts, rupture of the cystic wall, infection or secondary malignant degeneration of the cysts, torsion and strangulation are infrequent. Solitary cysts of the liver are not accompanied by cysts in other organs as is the case in polycystic liver disease. Diagnostic procedures, differential, diagnosis and therapeutic measures are discussed, and reference is made to non-congenital cystic formations in the liver.